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Note: Masks are optional in the HHPC building. If you are not 
vaccinated, we strongly encourage you to continue to wear a 
mask. If you are not feeling well, please stay at home. Changes 
to this policy may be made by The Session as numbers dictate. 
More information can be found at www.hickoryhillspres.org or 
contact the church office. Sunday worship continues to be 
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Rev. Edie Lenz 
Pastor 

     A Letter from Rev. Edie 

As we enter the 11th 
month of 2022, I want to 
invite you to reflect back on the 
year. Yes, I am aware it is only 
November, but if we are honest, 
we don’t normally pause in the 
midst of the rush of the holidays 
to think back. If we reflect on 
the year at all, it is usually after 
January has already started, 
when all the parties, events, and 
obligations are finished and we 
are starting into the darker 
winter months. So, reflect with 
me a little as you prepare for all 
that November and December 
will bring.  

On Epiphany Sunday, way back 
in January, I offered to all of you 
who were present a “Star 
Word.” This word was a gift, 
chosen at random for you to 
reflect and ponder, to hold for 
the coming year. 

Do you remember what your 
“Star Word” was? Maybe like 
me, you put it somewhere you 
can see it regularly, a reminder 
of God’s word for you this year. 
Maybe you put it in a drawer, on 
a shelf, or in the recycle bin, 

figuring you would remember 
on your own. Perhaps you have 
no memory at all of the word 
you were given, or you were 
not present. If you can, 
remember back – what word 
were you given to 
contemplate? How has that 
word been reflected in the past 
year? How might you reflect 
on it now? 

I would then invite you, 
whether you remember your 
word or not, to think back over 
the past year. 

What are the meaningful events 
or moments? What are the 
challenges you faced? Are 
there themes or recurring 
patterns that you notice? Take 
some time to be still enough to 
remember, to allow your mind 
to wander, to see what, 
perhaps, you have been too 
busy or hurried to take note of. 
As you reflect back, notice 
where God has been at work. 
Where have you seen God’s 
presence in the moment? 

Where can you see God acting 
now, but you couldn’t in the 
moment? I don’t know about 
you, but I often find myself 
more aware of God’s presence 
in hindsight than in the 
moment. 

My own “Star Word” this year 
was “Experience.” If you walk 
into my office, you will see my 
star posted on my computer 
monitor. All year I have been 
wondering – what does God 
have to say to me about 
experience? As I reflect back, I 
can begin to notice a few 
things. 
 
This summer marked 20 years 
since my ordination into 
ministry. There are 20 years of 
ministry experiences, 
challenges, and blessings I 
have been a part of and 
received. 

There are experiences in my 
life I return to again and again 
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A Letter from Rev. Edie (cont’d) 

that were formative and painful. These 
experiences may be things I wish I had never 
experienced, but they have made me the person 
and pastor I am. Even difficult experiences can 
be made valuable by God. 

I sometimes discount my experiences; it is easy 
to compare ourselves with others, or to be hard 
on ourselves. It is important for me to 
remember that my experiences are my own;  
I am uniquely created for the purposes God has 
given me. 

There is always more to experience. God is not 
done with me, or with any of us; there is a 

world of experiences ahead of me if I am 
open and willing to follow. 

These are just a few of my own reflections 
on the past year, but also on my “Star 
Word.” I want to invite you to reflect, to 
wonder, to listen to God. Take some time 
to slow down, get present to yourself and 
to God and wonder. What might God have 
to say to you? 

Grace and Peace in Christ, 
Rev. Edie 

Our participants have been walking together in faith, 
friendship and fellowship with the Lord for nearly  
3 years!   
 
Encouraged by the Faithwalking principles, participants 
have said they feel the transforming effect it has had in 
their personal lives. 
 
Rev. Edie will be offering another class in Faithwalking 
in January.  Contact Rev. Edie for more information  
or to sign up.       

 
Please keep all of our Faithwalkers in your prayers. 

FAITHWALKING UPDATE  
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NOVEMBER 6, 2022 
22nd Sunday after Pentecost 

Readings: Hebrews 11:1-3; 29-12:2 
Sermon Title: Saints, Stewards, Stepping in Faith 

 
NOVEMBER 13 

23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
Readings: Psalm 98; Thessalonians 3:6-13 

Sermon Title: Idle or Resting? 
 

NOVEMBER 20 (Rev. Liz Hulford, Pulpit Supply) 
Christ the King 

Readings: Rev. Liz will select her readings  
and sermon title. 

 
NOVEMBER 27 

1st Sunday of Advent 
Readings: Isaiah 2:1-5; Matthew 24:36-44 

Sermon Title: Body, Have Hope! 
 

 

The readings and sermons shown below are ones 
that Rev. Edie will focus on during Sunday worship.  If 

you don’t have Internet access, you may read and 
reflect on these Scripture passages in your bible.  You 
can participate in virtual Sunday worship livestreamed 

on Facebook at 10:00 a.m. Sunday mornings or 
recorded and posted on our website at: 

hickoryhillspres.org  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Reflections . . . 

Who are the saints that taught you your faith and 
influenced you?  Where do you have influence?   
Who is learning faith from you?   
 
Have you ever grown weary from doing the right 
thing? How did you regain your strength? 
 
As we celebrate the holiday of Thanksgiving, what 
unexpected blessing are you most thankful for?  How 
have you been blessed by God in surprising ways? 
 
Advent is the season for preparation.  How do you 
prepare your body, mind, soul and heart for the 
coming of the Christ Child? 
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The following is a complete list of those we are 
remembering in prayer. If you are on this prayer  

list and wish to be removed or you would like  
to be added to the list, please call the church 

office at 708-598-3100 or e-mail us at 
hhpc@hickoryhillspres.org. 

You can also send prayer requests online 
through our website at 

www.hickoryhillspres.org/prayerrequest/ 

 
 

 

 

 WE GIVE THANKS FOR THE  
FAITHFULNESS OF GOD. 

 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN NEED OF HEALING  
AND THOSE WITH HEALTH CONCERNS. 

 

 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN NEED OF STRENGTH AND HEALING. 

Andrew & Evan (Darlene); Angela (Katie); Beth (Teresa); Bill (Bernie); Brian K. 
(Debbie); Bob (Dave D); Bob (Grace); Bree’s Mom (Evelyn); Carol S; Dina and Al 
(Cindy); Dotty (Debbie);Douma Family (Evelyn); Edward (Evelyn); Fran; Frank; Grace;  
Irene and Tiffany (Katie B); Isaiah (Kim); Howard (Karen); Janet (Evelyn); Janice (Gert); 
Jessica (Joan); Joan P; JoAnn (Cheryle R); Joe C; Joellen (Mel); Kirsten (Kim); Lacy 
(Melanie S); Lillian (Teresa); Lisa, Lorrie (Debbie Z); Marj (Charlie); Michelle (Katie); 
Michelle V (Bernie); Mike B (Jeni); Pam (Katie); Patrick (Susan); Patti (Jeni); Renee M; 
Robert (Gert); Sam (Debbie Z’s dad); Sean (Kim); Shirley D; Slava (Katie); Stephanie, 
Mackenzie and Savino; Sue (Grace); Susanne L (Sandy B); Tara (Mel); Tina (Evelyn); 
Yolanda (Bernie) 

 
  

 
          WE PRAY FOR GROUPS WHO ARE IN NEED. 

 

 

 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO MOURN. 

 For family and friends of Randy (Susan’s cousin) who recently 
passed away; for family and friends of Lillian Luna who passed 
away (Teresa); for victims and families affected by violence; for 
those who are being impacted by disasters and other 
environmental challenges 
 
 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN NEED  
DURING VARIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES. 

We cling to the promises  
that God is always with us;  

that there is NOTHING that separates  
us from the love of God in Christ. 

mailto:hhpc@hickoryhillspres.org
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Discipleship Report 
by Jean Swearingen 

 

         DISCIPLESHIP IS . . . 

The Discipleship Committee of Hickory Hills Presbyterian 
Church (HHPC) continues to be busy! 

FALL FESTIVAL 

HHPC celebrated the beginning of our Fall activities by 
holding a Fall Festival for all ages following our 10:00 
a.m. service on Sunday, October 2, 2022.  Bibles were 
presented to Ryan Brenz, Mary Fischer and McKenzie 
Lorenz.  We hope they will find peace and wisdom in 
God’s Word.  The service was followed by a meal.   

Thank you to all who helped with preparing, set-up, 
cooking, baking, grilling and clean-up.  We followed 
the meal with games and fellowship.  Our “Guess How 
Many?” winners were Andrew and Scott.  Games of 
Bags, Giant Kerplunk, Giant Jenga, Scooters and more 
were enjoyed.  And then there was B-I-N-G-O! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Sunday School continues to meet every Sunday for 
those thru 5th grade; 6th thru 12th grade meet every other 
Sunday. 

As of this writing, the finalizations for Trunk or Treat 
are underway!  We have many congregants who are 
busy envisioning their cars and themselves transformed 
creatively for our Trunk or Treat on Sunday,  
October 30, from 12:00 noon - 2:00 p.m.    It will be 
held in our lower parking lot.  We have been informed 

the weather will be good.  Prizes will be awarded for 
the 1) Best Vehicle and 2) Best Costume from a car. 

BROOKFIELD ZOO HOLIDAY MAGIC! 

HHPC has been gifted a tree to decorate for Brookfield 
Zoo’s Holiday Magic!  We are organizing a group of 
decorators for the weekend of November 12 and 13.  
Brookfield Zoo will have 800 decorated trees!   

Holiday Magic 2022 Dates: 
Friday through Sunday, November 25-27, Wednesday 

through Sunday, November 30, December 1-4, 7-11, 14-18,  
Monday through Saturday, December 26-31 

 
Holiday Magic 2022 Hours: 

3:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
Tickets are required for entrance into this event. 

HHPC CHRISTMAS TEA 

Christmas Tea is Back!   It will be held on Sunday, 
December 4, 2022, from 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  We will be 
entertained with the magic of Trent James!   Sign-ups will 
be posted.  Please let us know if you and your friends will 
be joining HHPC for this fun event.   

Due to Covid/Flu, our tradition of bringing homemade 
treats will not occur this year.  All snacks served will be 
prepared/ordered in advance.  And, rest assured, there will 
be some fun games and prizes.   
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Mission Report 
by Jeni Vogl 
Here is a recap of what has been done so far and 
what remains through the end of 2022. 

 
 

 

 
 

Worship & Music Report 
by Darlene Delaney   

 
You are invited to celebrate All Saints and Consecration Sunday 
with us on November 6.  

We will reflect back and remember those we have lost in the 
past year and those we lost during the disruption of COVID.  
 
Following worship, we will gather for a simple meal of celebration 
for the lives of those we have lost. It is also Consecration Sunday, 
the day we bring our pledges and commitments for the coming year 
before God and offer back to the church our support. Great or 
small, once a week or once a year, every gift is a reminder of how 
richly God has blessed us. Join us as we remember and look to the 
future. 
  

January – Share the Warmth (homeless shelter in Joliet) - 
HHPC participating with The Center; Beds Plus with helping the 
homeless in Chicago. 

February – Collected bottle caps, washed and sorted under the 
direction of Michael Swearingen.  

March – Feed My Starving Children (FMSC). 

April - Collected donations for humanitarian aid to Ukraine and 
tornado cleanup assistance throughout Southern 
Illinois/Western Kentucky. 

May – Grace Seeds Ministry, Share the Harvest. 

June – Collected packages for the military  
(4 Care Packs were sent out). 

July – M&M containers collected for FMSC ($88 feeds a child  
for one year). 

August – M&M containers collected for FMSC; we set a goal of 
$500. 

September – Sent $255 in donations for those affected by 
Kentucky flooding. 

October – FMSC packing event on October 29th;  
9 individuals signed up. 

November – Blessing Baskets - collecting pantry 
items for 28 days.  Items will be split between HHPC 
Micro-Pantry and Elsie’s Pantry.  Continuing to 
collect M&M containers for FMSC – next packing 
date is set for December 17.  Donations for our 
Warming Tree will be collected starting this month, 
and all items will be displayed on the tree.  

December – Donated items from our Warming Tree  
(see p. 10) will be distributed between HHPC Micro-
Pantry, homeless shelters (Beds Plus and Share the 
Warmth).  

We will also collect Christmas Gifts for Children 
for the Jones Center. 

(See pages 10 & 11 for more on Missions.) 
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May God bless our friends celebrating their 
birthdays this month with joy and peace  
on their special day and always. 

 

 

 

 

The Connecting Link publishes only the names of those 
members who have submitted a change in their contact 
information.  However, more information can be provided upon 
request by calling the church office. 

If you have a change to your personal contact information, please 
contact or e-mail the church office. 

708-598-3100 
hhpc@hickoryhillspres.org 

Phil Elam November 2 
Caleb Lenz  November 3 
Katie Huenecke November 5 
Jean Swearingen November 6 
Mitchell Huenecke November 8 
Jessica Panko November 12 
Jacob Morrell November 15 
Beth Ann Kommenich November 26 
Gordon Home November 30 

 

 

OUTDOOR  
YULE LOG SERVICE 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2022 
6:30 PM 

THE CHILDREN’S FARM  
AT “THE CENTER”  

12700 SOUTHWEST HIGHWAY  
PALOS PARK, IL 

All are invited for an outdoor Yule Log 
Service at The Center’s Children’s Farm.  
The highlight of the service is the lighting of 
the huge Yule log and the opportunity for 
each participant to add his or her twig into 
the blazing fire, symbolizing a fresh start for 
the New Year.  They are planning for a Yule 
Log in the Round experience at the Farm 
with picnic table seating and space for 
standing or bringing your own outdoor chair.  
Refreshments will be served in the pavilion 
afterwards.  FREE EVENT! 

 
Advanced reservations required. 

Phone: 708-361-3650 
Website: www.thecenterpalos.org  

FYI FOR 2023 
PER CAPITA, PER MEMBER 

WILL BE $36.50 Got Pics?  Share them with The Connecting Link  
readers.   
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Women’s Bible Study 
MONDAYS AT 1:00 PM  

FELLOWSHIP HALL  
Join Pastor Edie and other women  

of faith as we study  
the Word of God, together.  

 
(Stewardship Sunday) 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6 
(At Morning Worship) 

 
All Member Pledge cards  

will be collected.  

Also, during Worship . . . 

 
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13 
(After Morning Worship) 

Elections of  
Elders and Deacons 

 

HHPC DRIVE-THRU 
COMMUNITY MEAL 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 7 
5:30 PM – 6:00 PM 

Want to Help?  
Call Debbie or Evelyn  

 
 
We will remember those whom we 
have lost during the year and during 
the COVID pandemic. 

Following worship, a light lunch 
with sandwiches will be served. 

 

 
CHRISTMAS TEA 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4 
TIME: 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM  

Join us as we welcome the 
Christmas holiday together as  

we sip on holiday tea,  
savor delicious desserts,  

enjoy magic by Trent James  
and much more!    

Sign-up sheet coming Nov. 13. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13 (After Morning Worship) 

Fellowship & Gratitude Gathering 
The Deacons, working towards reconnection, will be hosting fellowship downstairs 
and baking some Autumn comfort muffins and special sweet treats.  

We will have supplies to create a gratitude card or two.  You can write a note to 
someone special letting them know how much they mean to you or send a note of 
thanks or two for the little (or big) thing they did for you. 

So that we have enough supplies, please let us know if you will attend 
by signing up on the sheet in the narthex.   

Thank You! 



10 The Connecting Link, November 2022 
 

   

OTHER MISSION NEEDS 

 

  

HHPC  
Micro-Pantry  
In Need of  
Food Donations 

To continue helping neighbors in 
need of our community, our Micro-
Pantry has to be regularly restocked.   

If you are able, the following food 
items would be truly appreciated. 

 
 

 
 
From November 13 to December 25, HHPC’s Tree of Warmth will be on display in the 
narthex for those who would like to donate hats, gloves, mittens, scarves or socks.    
As is our tradition, these items will then be distributed between our HHPC Micro-Pantry, 
homeless shelters (Beds Plus and Share the Warmth).  Thank you for being a Christmas 
Blessing to those less fortunate. 

Tree of Warmth 
 

Food donations from our 
members and friends are stored 
inside the church. 

As you can see, they are very 
bare now and need to be filled. 

Donations are then placed in our 
Micro-pantry outside the church for 
our neighbors in need to take. 

Canned fruits (all kinds), canned 
vegetables, pasta & pasta sauce, 
peanut butter (chunky & smooth), 
canned chicken, canned tuna, 
canned soup, cereal, pasta, 
macaroni and cheese, breakfast 
bars, juice boxes/bottles 
 



  

 
From November 1 through November 28, 2022, we will be gathering and delivering 
food for Elsie’s Pantry’s “Basket of Blessings.”  We will give thanks to God for the 
blessings we have received each day by gathering an item to give to another who is in need.   

If you prefer not to do the actual shopping, a donation of $45 can be made to cover the cost 
of a Blessing Basket. 

 

 
 

 

Day 1   Box of Macaroni and Cheese 

Day 2  Instant Mashed Potatoes 

Day 3  Gravy Mix 

Day 4  Can of Green Beans 

Day 5  Can of Peas 

Day 6  Can of Mixed Fruit 

Day 7  Dry Dog or Cat Food 

Day 8  Box of Cereal 

Day 9  Can of Tomatoes 

Day 10  Can of Tuna 

Day 11  Can of Soup 

Day 12  Powdered Milk 

Day 13  Toothpaste 

Day 14  Box of Rice 

Elsie’s Pantry’s 

“Baskets of   
    Blessings” 

 

November 1 – November 28, 2022 

 
 

Day 15  Feminine Hygiene Products     

Day 16  Applesauce 

Day 17  Peanut Butter 

Day 18  Jar of Jelly 

Day 19  Dog or Cat Treats 

Day 21  Can of Soup 

Day 22  Can of Corn 

Day 23  Shampoo 

Day 24  Box of Stuffing 

Day 25  Box of Pasta 

Day 26  Can of Mixed Vegetables 

Day 27  Can of Pears 

Day 28  Spaghetti Sauce  
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 Church Musician’s Corner 
                          by Greg Rolla 
 

 

 

Did you know that there are 138 passages of 
Scripture on the subject of thanksgiving?  
Unfortunately, few hymns are actually written for 
thanking God.   

Now Thank We All Our God is one hymn that we 
know and love.  It was written by Martin Rinkart  
(1586 – 1649), a Lutheran pastor in Eilenberg, 
Saxony.   

During the Thirty Years’ War in Germany, 
refugees flooded the town.  The Swedish Army 
encompassed the city gates, and inside the walls 
there was nothing but plague, famine and fear.  
Over 800 homes were destroyed and people began 
to die in great numbers.  It became difficult for the 
town’s pastors to preach, care for the sick and 
dying, and bury the dead.   

Soon, the pastors themselves took ill and perished 
until Rinkart was left.  By himself, he negotiated 
with the enemy, and did it with great courage and 
faith.  Soon, hostilities ceased. Knowing that there 
is no healing without thanksgiving, Rinkart 
composed this hymn for the survivors of 
Eilenberg.  It quicky became one of our most 
popular hymns.   

This month, let us make a conscious effort to 
thank our God for the numerous blessings 
He has bestowed on us, even in the midst of 
suffering. 
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Thank You, God,  

for All Your Blessings! 
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LOL ! 
For Thanksgiving  

 

What did the turkey say to the computer? 
Google! Google! Google! 
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Turkey Primavera 
Here's a quick and inventive way to use leftover turkey, 
that gives you meat, pasta and vegetables all together in 
one easy-to-make dish. 

Ingredients: 
 
2 tablespoons cornstarch 
1 3/4 cups Swanson® Chicken Broth  
or Chicken Stock 
1/4 teaspoon garlic powder or 1 clove garlic, minced 
2 cups broccoli florets 
2 medium carrots, sliced (about 1 cup) 
1/2 cup green pepper or red bell pepper,  
cut into 2-inch-long strips 
1 small onion, chopped (about 1/4 cup) 
2 cups cubed cooked turkey or chicken 
4 cups cooked spaghetti (from about 8 ounces dry) 
(save time by prepping the rest of the ingredients 
while the spaghetti cooks) 
2 tablespoons grated Parmesan cheese 
 
 
 

 

 

Try This One! 
 

Step 1 
 
Stir the cornstarch and 1/4 cup broth in a small bowl until the 
mixture is smooth. 
 
Step 2 
 
Heat the remaining broth, garlic powder, broccoli, carrots, pepper 
and onion in a 3-quart saucepan over medium heat to a boil. 
Reduce the heat to low.  Cover and cook for 5 minutes or until the 
vegetables are tender-crisp. 
 
Step 3 
 
Stir in the cornstarch mixture. Cook and stir until the mixture boils 
and thickens. Stir in the turkey and cook until the mixture is hot.  
Add the cooked spaghetti and cheese and toss to coat.   
Season to taste with salt and pepper. 
 
Step 4 
 
ENJOY! 
 

 
 
Each month the Connecting Link will post a seasonal 
recipe for our readers to try for their next gathering.  
 
With Christmas just around the corner, if you would like to 
share your favorite holiday main meal, side dish appetizer 
or dessert recipe with our readers, e-mail it to the church 
office at hhpc@hickoryhillspres.org or drop it off in the 
office with your name and we’ll select one or two and 
publish them in our December newsletter. 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 
7:30 PM 
Worship meets on 
Zoom 

2 3 
9:00 AM 
Morning Devotion 
on Facebook Live 

4 5 
10:00 AM 
Evelyn’s Cardmaking 
Class 

6 
10:00 AM 
Morning Worship 
(Stewardship Sunday 
& All Saints 
Remembrance) 
 & Meal 
5:00 PM 
REV Worship 

7 
1:00 PM 
Women’s Bible 
Study  
5:30 PM – 6:00 PM 
Community Meal 

8 
ELECTION 
DAY 
 
9:00 AM 
Morning Devotion 
on Facebook Live 
7:30 PM 
Mission meets 

9 10 
9:00 AM 
Morning Devotion 
on Facebook Live 

11 12 
12:00 NOON 
Tree Trimming 
Brookfield Zoo  

13 
10:00 AM 
Morning Worship 
11:15 AM 
Congregational 
Meeting  
Deacons Fellowship & 
Gratitude Gathering 
follows 
5:00 PM 
REV Worship 

14 
1:00 PM 
Women’s Bible 
Study  
6:30 PM 
Discipleship meets 
 

15 
9:00 AM 
Morning 
Devotion on 
Facebook Live  
 

16 17 
9:00 AM 
Morning Devotion 
on Facebook Live 

18 19 

20 
10:00 AM 
Morning Worship 
5:00 PM 
REV Meal 

21 
1:00 PM 
Women’s Bible 
Study 

 
 

22 
9:00 AM 
Morning Devotion 
on Facebook Live 
7:30 PM 
Worship & Music 
Meets on Zoom 

23 24 
9:00 AM 
Morning Devotion 
on Facebook Live 
 
Thanksgiving 

Day 

25 
Brookfield Zoo 
“Holiday Magic  
Begins Nov. 25 – 
Dec. 31 

26 

27 
10:00 AM 
Morning Worship 
11:15 AM 
Board of Deacons 
meet 
5:00 PM 
REV Worship 

28 
1:00 PM 
Women’s Bible 
Study 

29 
9:00 AM 
Morning Devotion 
on Facebook Live 

30  
9:00 AM 
Morning Devotion 
on Facebook Live 

  

 

 

NOVEMBER 2022 

 



 
  

NOVEMBER 2022 

DATED MATERIAL – DO NOT HOLD 
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